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WELCOME TO CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (PCA) 

Calvin Presbyterian Church exists for the glory of God, the proclamation of His Gospel, and 

the growth and edification of God’s people.  We are an Evangelical and Reformed church.  By 

Evangelical, we mean that we emphasize the gospel (good news of salvation) through faith in 

Jesus Christ, affirm orthodox Christian doctrines and hold to the inerrancy of Scripture.  By 

Reformed, we mean that we are connected to the teachings of the historic church and the doc-

trinal beliefs recovered by the Reformation.  These doctrinal beliefs are expressed in the West-

minster Confession of Faith. 

We are a member church of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), a denomination formed 

to be “Faithful to the Scriptures, True to the Reformed Faith, and Obedient to the Great Com-

mission.”  The PCA emphasizes the need for both theological reformation and personal revival.  

True theological reformation keeps us grounded in the historic truths of Biblical Christianity.  

True personal revival keeps us living in joyful fellowship with and submission to our Lord.  We 

are committed to God-centered worship, in which we celebrate and affirm God’s gracious cove-

nant to redeem his people; and we are committed to engaging our culture with the glorious 

truth that Jesus is Lord. 

ABOUT CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us in worship this Lord’s day.  It is our sincere 

hope and prayer that you know the saving presence, power, love and authority of our King 

and Savior Jesus Christ during our time together in worship.  Recognizing that you are about 

to meet God in a special way, we encourage you to prepare for worship in silent prayer as you 

enter the sanctuary. 

Childcare is available in the church’s nursery during the service.  Please do not hesitate to ask 

a greeter for assistance. 

 

Audio CDs of each Sunday morning worship service are available in the hallway. Audio CDs of 

Adult Sunday School classes and evening services and DVD videos of Sunday morning worship are 

available upon request. 

Most Morning and Evening Sermons are available online by visiting our website: calvinpca.org 



     

      

  Prelude & Reflections 

 

Our circumstances are all in opposition to the promises of God. He promises us immortality: 

yet we are surrounded by mortality and corruption. He declares that He accounts us just: yet 

we are covered with sins. He testifies that He is propitious and benevolent toward us: yet 

outward signs threaten His wrath. What then are we to do? We must close our eyes, disre-

gard ourselves and all things connected to us, so that nothing may hinder or prevent us from 

believing that God is true.  

                                                                                                                                          — John Calvin 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

* The Divine Call to Worship                                                                                                  Psalm 123:1-2  

* Prayer of Invocation 

* Trinity Hymnal                                                            O Come, O Come, Emanuel  #194 

  The Reading of the Law                                                                    Micah 6:8 

  Silent Confession of Sin     

Corporate Confession of Sin   

Eternal Father, you are good beyond all thought, but we are vile, wretched, miserable, 

blind.  Our lips are ready to confess, but our hearts are slow to feel, and our ways reluc-

tant to amend. We bring our souls to you; break them, wound them, bend them, mould 

them.  All our sins we mourn, lament, and for them cry pardon. Work in us a more pro-

found and abiding repentance. Grant that through the tears of repentance we may see 

more clearly the brightness and glories of the saving cross. 
 

  - Adapted from The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions, Arthur Bennett 

 GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 

Our Elder Assistant today is Randy Morris 



    * Congregation Stands 

   

 

CCLI 546185 

 * The Reading of the Gospel                                                        Romans 5:6-8 

 * Song of Renewal 

 

 
  

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US 
Stuart Townend    
 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure,  

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure.   

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away,  

As wounds which mar the Chosen One, bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders; 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there, until it was accomplished; 

His dying breath has brought me life – I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 



 

* Song of Praise  

* Confession of Faith   

The Apostles’ Creed     

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 

virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

EMMANUEL (HALLOWED MANGER GROUND)  

Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash © 2009 EMI Christian Music Publishing 

What hope we hold this starlit night, a King is born in Bethlehem 

Our journey long we seek the light, that leads to the hallowed manger ground 

 

What fear we felt in the silent age, four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry, rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

 

Emmanuel,  Emmanuel, God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, praise His name Emmanuel 

 

The Son of God here born to bleed, a crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering, exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground  

 

(Chorus) 

 

Praise His name, Emmanuel 



    Offering Prayer, Offering 

 * Doxology  (Trinity Hymnal #731)   

   Choir Anthem                                                                             A Child Is Born in Bethlehem 

 

      

 

    Pastoral Prayer  

    Sermon                       O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of Might  (Revelation 14:14-20) - Pastor Aaron  

*  Psalm of Praise: Psalm 145, vs. 8-10        

                Tune: “Jesus Shall Reign” 

Jehovah very gracious is; in Him compassion also flow; 

In lovingkindness He is great, and unto anger He is slow. 
 

O’er all His works His mercies are; the LORD is good to all that live, 

Praise, LORD, to Thee Thy works afford; Thy saints to Thee shall praises give. 

 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Guidelines for the reception of communion: We invite all Christians who profess faith in Jesus Christ, and who 

are members in good standing of an evangelical congregation that proclaims the gospel, to participate and to 

receive Holy Communion. As the elements are distributed, we encourage you to spend time in silent 

communion, thanksgiving, and prayer.   

Prayer of Consecration 

   Words of Institution and Distribution of the Element 

* Trinity Hymnal                                                                              Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  #203 

* Benediction 

  Announcements               

    * Congregation Stands                      

                        GOD OFFERS HIS MEANS OF GRACE 

GOD SENDS US OUT 



 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT CALVIN 

 

Today                  6:30 PM            Corporate Prayer and Evening Worship Service 

    Freedom in Christ  (Galatians 5:1-12) - Pastor Aaron    

Monday      6:30 PM American Heritage Girls Christmas Caroling and Party  
                             

Sunday      9:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class— After Darkness, Light! The Heart of        

    Reformation Theology taught by Pastor Aaron 

  10:15 AM Pastor Aaron will preach 

    6:30 PM            Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

      

 

      

 

 

TODAY’S NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 

              Diane Farkas, Lydia Eichelberger 

         Next Week’s Volunteers  
            

                 Charlene & Kate Watkoski 

 

 

 

 
 

Assistive Listening Units are Available - If you have difficulty hearing all of the service the deacons have  

installed an assistive listening system.  Please ask one of the greeters or any deacon and they will give  

you a very discrete hearing device that fits in your ear with an adjustable volume control. 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

��Church Fellowship Luncheon, January 7, 2018 - Mark your calendar and plan to come to this cov-

ered dish meal.  Please bring a crockpot meal, sandwiches or salad.  If you plan to attend, please 

mark Friendship Register #1. Fred Taylor will speak about what he hopes to accomplish in India 

during his next trip. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sunday, December 24 at 6:30 PM.  (Note time) 

Children’s Home Donation—We are pleased to have collected $1,850 to be sent to the Children’s 

Home in Bhogpur, India. 

Winter Wilderness Camping – Save the date. Pastor Aaron will be  leading a one-night camping trip 

on the Laurel Highlands Trail on Friday, December 29, 2017. Please let Pastor Aaron know via email 

(agarber@calvinpca.org) or phone if you are interested. We are asking for a $5.00 donation to help 

cover the cost of food. All are welcome.   

2018 Offering Envelopes have been placed in the mail slots in the foyer.  Extra boxes are available on 

the back table for any who didn’t receive a box and would like to start using them.  Make sure to sign 

your name & the number of the box on the sheet provided. 

Christmas Card Alternative – For those wishing to participate, we will section off part of the bulletin 

board in the hallway to make space for our Christmas cards to each other.   

Pittsburgh Presbytery Snow Camp Schedule at Ligonier Camp and Conference Center:  High 

School is January 13-15, 2018; Middle School is February 10-12, 2018 (deadline to register is January 

16). Contact the church office for more information.  

Inquirer's Class - Pastor Aaron holds a periodic inquirer's class for anyone interested in learning 

more about the basics of the Christian faith and the distinctives of Calvin Presbyterian Church. This 

class is required for those interested in joining our church (it is not required if you are transferring 

membership from another PCA church). The class is scheduled on an as needed basis. If you are in-

terested in this class please contact Pastor Aaron or make a note on the Friendship Register. 

Important IRS Notice – Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark) checks on or by December 31 in 

order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2017.  Checks that are placed in the church of-

fering on the first Sunday of 2018 will not qualify for a charitable contribution deduction in 2017, 

even if the check is predated to 2017 or was actually written in 2017.  However, checks that are writ-

ten, mailed and postmarked in 2017 will be deductible in 2017 though they are not received by the 

church until 2018.  (Please have your 2017 giving in by December 24th , if possible). 

 



SUNDAY EVENING ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

    Reflection 

Holiness is another name for salvation—to be delivered from the power of self-will, the 

domination of evil lusts and the tyranny of Satan—this is salvation. 

                                                                                                                                     - Charles Spurgeon 

 

 
 

*  The Divine Call to Worship                                                                           Psalm 99:1 

*  Opening Prayer                                                                      

*  Trinity Hymnal                                                                         God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen  #211 

    Pastoral Prayer 

    Selected Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs   

    Sermon                                                              Freedom in Christ  (Galatians 5:1-12) - Pastor Aaron 

*  Trinity Hymnal                                                                              As with Gladness Men of Old   #226 

*  Benediction 



CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Calvin Presbyterian Church is a growing fellowship of vibrant, committed believers that seeks to 

honor Jesus Christ in every aspect of life. Started in 1957, our congregation is a member of the 

Presbyterian Church in America, one of our nation’s fastest-growing denominations. We are 

committed to the Bible as God’s inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word – true in all that it teaches. 

Aaron P. Garber, Pastor 

Robert C. Weeber, Pastor Emeritus 

 

calvinpca.org 

facebook.com/calvinpca 

twitter.com/calvinpca 


