
 

Calvin 
Presbyterian Church 

Grace Alone  Grace Alone  Grace Alone  Grace Alone  Faith Alone  Scripture Alone  Scripture Alone  Scripture Alone  Scripture Alone  Christ Alone  Glory to God AloneGlory to God AloneGlory to God AloneGlory to God Alone    

 

December 9, 2018 

 

 

260 Maus Drive, N. Huntingdon, PA  15642 

724.863.1192    info@calvinpca.org 

calvinpca.org 



W������ �� C
��� P���������
 C����� ₍PCA₎ 

Calvin Presbyterian Church exists for the glory of God, the proclamation of His Gospel, and 

the growth and edification of God’s people.  We are an Evangelical and Reformed church.  By 

Evangelical, we mean that we emphasize the gospel (good news of salvation) through faith in 

Jesus Christ, affirm orthodox Christian doctrines and hold to the inerrancy of Scripture.  By 

Reformed, we mean that we are connected to the teachings of the historic church and the doctri-

nal beliefs recovered by the Reformation.  These doctrinal beliefs are expressed in the West-

minster Confession of Faith. 

We are a member church of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), a denomination formed 

to be “Faithful to the Scriptures, True to the Reformed Faith, and Obedient to the Great Com-

mission.”  The PCA emphasizes the need for both theological reformation and personal revival.  

True theological reformation keeps us grounded in the historic truths of Biblical Christianity.  

True personal revival keeps us living in joyful fellowship with and submission to our Lord.  We 

are commiBed to God-centered worship, in which we celebrate and affirm God’s gracious cove-

nant to redeem his people; and we are commiBed to engaging our culture with the glorious 

truth that Jesus is Lord. 
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We are delighted that you have chosen to join us in worship this Lord’s day.  It is our sincere 

hope and prayer that you know the saving presence, power, love and authority of our King 

and Savior Jesus Christ during our time together in worship.  Recognizing that you are about 

to meet God in a special way, we encourage you to prepare for worship in silent prayer as you 

enter the sanctuary. 

Childcare is available in the church’s nursery during the service.  Please do not hesitate to ask 

a greeter for assistance. 

 

Audio CDs of each Sunday morning worship service are available in the hallway. Audio CDs of 

Adult Sunday School classes and evening services and DVD videos of Sunday morning worship are 

available upon request. 

Most Morning and Evening Sermons are available online by visiting our website: calvinpca.org 



    Prelude & Reflections 

The apostle Paul wrote that Christ Jesus “emptied himself” in taking the form of a servant 

(Phil 2:7), but it shouldn’t be thought that he who was in very nature God emptied some thing 

out of himself, somehow un-Goding himself. He did not empty himself of anything he was: 

he emptied himself, humbling himself to be God with us in the form of a baby. The One on 

high became low, the Creator became a creature, the Word became speechless, the very pow-

er of God became a helpless fetus. “Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his 

temple,” Malachi had prophesied (Mal 3:1); and here he was. How faithful old Simeon must 

have reeled and gasped that day in the temple when he held this one, his Lord, in his arms 

(Lk 2:25-35)!  For here was the one who belonged in the Holy of Holies. The one high priests 

trembled to approach was there in the flesh, now with and alongside his people forever. No 

wonder the world seemed so full of the demon-possessed in those days: all hell had been 

summoned to take up arms against the great prince of heaven. No wonder the Gospels record 

so many who were amazed and astonished by him, as if they were witnesses to a volcano: his 

presence was an apocalypse, a cataclysm, and earth-shaking upheaval of all things. God with 

us! 

                                                                                                         Michael Reeves, Rejoicing in Christ  
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* The Divine Call to Worship                                                                                                      Luke 2:13-14 

* Prayer of Invocation 

* Trinity Hymnal                                                         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  #203 

  The Reading of the Law                                                              1 Peter 1:14-16 

  Silent Confession of Sin     

Corporate Confession of Sin   

Holy Father, forgive us. Though you should guide us, we inform ourselves. Though you 

should rule us, we control ourselves. Though you should fulfill us, we console ourselves. For 

we think your truth too high, your will too hard, your power too remote, your love too free. 

But they are not! And without them, we are of all people most miserable. Heal our confused 

mind with your word, heal our divided will with your law, heal our troubled conscience with 

your love, heal our anxious hearts with your presence, all for the sake of your Son, who loved 

us and gave himself for us. Amen.  
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Our Elder Assistant today is Dave Skarzynski 



    * Congregation Stands 
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 * The Reading of the Gospel                                                       1 Peter 2:24 

 * Song of Renewal 

* Confession of Faith   

The Apostles’ Creed     

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the 

virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY 

Graham Kendrick  © 1986 Thankyou Music 

Meekness and majesty manhood and deity  

In perfect harmony the Man who is God 

Lord of eternity dwells in humanity  

kneels in humility and washes our feet 
 

O what a mystery meekness and majesty 

Bow down and worship for this is your God 
 

Fatherʹs pure radiance perfect in innocence  

Yet learns obedience to death on a cross 

Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice 

And as they crucify prays Father forgive  (Chorus) 
 

Wisdom unsearchable God the invisible 

Love indestructible in frailty appears 

Lord of infinity stooping so tenderly 

Lifts our humanity to the heights of His throne  (Chorus) 



 

 * Song of Praise  

   

IMMANUEL 
Stuart Townend  © 1999 Thankyou Music  

 

From the squalor of a borrowed stable, by the Spirit and a virginʹs faith 

To the anguish and the shame of scandal, came the Savior of the human race 

But the skies were filled with the praise of heavʹn 

Shepherds listen as the angels tell of the gift of God come down to man 

At the dawning of Immanuel 

King of heaven now the friend of sinners, humble servant in the Fatherʹs hands 

Filled with power and the Holy Spirit, filled with mercy for the broken man 

Yes He walked my road and He felt my pain 

Joys and sorrows that I know so well, yet His righteous steps give me hope again 

I will follow my Immanuel 

Through the kisses of a friendʹs betrayal, He was lifted on a cruel cross 

He was punished for a worldʹs transgressions, He was suffering to save the lost 

He fights for breath He fights for me 

Loosing sinners from the claims of hell and with a shout our souls are free 

Death defeated by Immanuel 

Now Heʹs standing in the place of honor, crowned with glory on the highest throne 

Interceding for His own beloved, ʹtil His Father calls to bring them home 

Then the skies will part as the trumpet sounds,  

Hope of heaven or the fear of hell, but the bride will run to her Loverʹs arms 

Giving glory to Immanuel  



     Offering Prayer, Offering 

*   Doxology  (Trinity Hymnal #731)   

    Choir Anthem                                                                                                              Christmas Hymn  

 

 

     

      Pastoral Prayer  

    Sermon                                       Christmas through the Eyes of Angels (Luke 2:1-14) - Pastor Aaron 

*  Psalm of Praise: Psalm 128:1-6        

                Tune: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Blessed the man that fears Jehovah and that walketh in His ways; 

Thou shalt eat of thy hands’ labor and be prospered all thy days. 

Like a vine with fruit abounding in thy house thy wife is found, 

And like olive plants thy children, compassing thy table round. 
 

Lo, on him that fears Jehovah shall this blessedness aBend; 

For Jehovah out of Zion shall to thee His blessing send. 

Thou shalt see Jerus’lem prosper all thy days till life shall cease; 

Thou shalt see thy children’s children, unto Israel be peace. 

 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Guidelines for the reception of communion: We invite all Christians who profess faith in Jesus Christ, and who 

are members in good standing of an evangelical congregation that proclaims the gospel, to participate and to 

receive Holy Communion. As the elements are distributed, we encourage you to spend time in silent 

communion, thanksgiving, and prayer.   

Prayer of Consecration 

   Words of Institution and Distribution of the Element 

* Trinity Hymnal                                                                               Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  #221 

* Benediction 

    Announcements 

               

    * Congregation Stands                      
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Today                   6:30 PM            Corporate Prayer and Evening Worship Service 

    Has Science Buried God? Part 2 (Genesis 1:24-25) - Pastor Aaron 

Tuesday                 7:30 PM Choir Practice 

Wednesday         10:00 AM Ladies Bible Study— the focus will be on Son of    

    David: Seeing Jesus in the Historical Books by Nancy Guthrie.    

    All ladies are welcome.  BabysiBing will be available as   

    needed.  

Thursday   7:30 PM Session  Meeting 

Sunday     9:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class — What To Do About Christmas  

    through December 30 (David Dunlop) 

                 10:15 AM Thou Who Was Rich beyond all Splendor (2 Cor. 8:9) - Pastor Aaron 

     6:30 PM            Corporate Prayer and Evening Worship Service 

    Pastor Bob will preach 
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              Michele Marvich, Emily Garber 

         Next Week’s Volunteers  
            

                 ScoB & Stephanie Weeber 

         

 

Assistive Listening Units are Available - If you have difficulty hearing all of the service the deacons have  

installed an assistive listening system.  Please ask one of the greeters or any deacon and they will give  

you a very discrete hearing device that fits in your ear with an adjustable volume control. 
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Christmas Card Alternative – For those wishing to participate, we will section off part of the bulletin 

board in the hallway to make space for our Christmas cards to each other.   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Monday, December 24 at 7:00 PM.   

Rides Needed — Anyone able to help give rides for Susan Octave to Sunday a.m. worship please 

sign up at the table in the worship center. Details are on the sheet. 

2019 Offering Envelopes have been placed in the mail slots in the foyer.  Extra boxes are available on 

the back table for any who didn’t receive a box and would like to start using them.  Make sure to sign 

your name & the number of the box on the sheet provided. 

Winter Wilderness Camping – Save the date. Pastor Aaron will be  leading a one-night camping trip 

on the Laurel Highlands Trail on Friday, December 28, 2018.  Please let Pastor Aaron know via email 

(agarber@calvinpca.org) or phone if you are interested. We are asking for a $5.00 donation to help 

cover the cost of food. All are welcome.  Fliers are available on the back table. 

Next Fellowship Event, Friday, January 18, 2019. Stay tuned for details. 

Save the Date: Men’s Retreat, March 22-24, 2019. 

Inquirerʹs Class - Pastor Aaron holds a periodic inquirerʹs class for anyone interested in learning 

more about the basics of the Christian faith and the distinctives of Calvin Presbyterian Church. This 

class is required for those interested in joining our church (it is not required if you are transferring 

membership from another PCA church). The class is scheduled on an as needed basis. If you are in-

terested in this class please contact Pastor Aaron or make a note on the Friendship Register. 

Calvin PCA Sermons Available  - Would you like to share a sermon with a friend or hear it again 

yourself? Our Sunday sermons are available on our website: www.calvinpca.org then click on Re-

source/Sermon Audio. 

 

2018 Bible Reading Plan (December  9—16) 

Sunday:  Joel, Chapters 1-3  Thursday: Micah, All 

Monday:  Amos, Chapters 1-5  Friday:  Nahum/Habakkuk, All 

Tuesday: Amos, Chapters 6-9   Saturday:  Zephaniah/Haggai, All 

Wednesday: Obadiah/Jonah, All  Sunday:  Zechariah, Chapters 1-7 
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    Reflection 

At the centre of the gospel of Christ is the fact of the incarnation. The efficacy of even the 

cross depends upon this as a historical reality. If a mere man, no different from any of us, 

died at Calvary, then Christians are kidding themselves and deceiving the world. The 

effect would be exactly the same as that which Paul says would result from there being 

no resurrection of Christ:  “… then our preaching is empty… your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins!’ (1 Cor. 15:14,17). But because the incarnate God died on that cross and 

rose again from the dead, it is death itself that died. Jesus was able, in Hugh Martin’s apt 

phrase, to ’die death dead’ precisely because he was the Son of God, with our human 

nature, but without our sin.     

                                                                                                           Gordon Keddie, John, Vol. 1.  

 
 

*  The Divine Call to Worship                                                                      Psalm 16:5-8 

*  Opening Prayer                                                                      

*  Trinity Hymnal                                                                                              What Child Is This  #213 

    Pastoral Prayer 

    Selected Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs   

    Sermon                                       Has Science Buried God? Part 2 (Genesis 1:24-25) - Pastor Aaron 

*  Trinity Psalter                                                   Psalm 134:1-2  (page 115) 

    Benediction 



CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Calvin Presbyterian Church is a growing fellowship of vibrant, commi6ed believers that seeks to 

honor Jesus Christ in every aspect of life. Started in 1957, our congregation is a member of the 

Presbyterian Church in America, one of our nation’s fastest-growing denominations. We are 

commi6ed to the Bible as God’s inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word – true in all that it teaches. 

Aaron P. Garber, Pastor 

Robert C. Weeber, Pastor Emeritus 

calvinpca.org 

facebook.com/calvinpca 

twitter.com/calvinpca 


